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10am Danni Hewson, Financial Analyst – AJ Bell
Host welcome
Danni will introduce our line-up and outline why Luminary is such an important event for AJ Bell. 

10.05am Alison Mollard, Head of South East Sales – AJ Bell Investcentre  
Platform market update
Alison will provide an overview of the platform market and update you on AJ Bell Investcentre’s 
recent platform developments. She’ll also spend a few minutes talking about her own challenges, 
successes and personal experiences throughout a 25-year career in financial services.

10.25am Lisa Webster, Senior Technical Consultant – AJ Bell 
The self-employed and saving for a later life
There are over four million self-employed people in the UK, and more than a third of them are 
women. The success of auto-enrolment has widened the gap between employed and self-employed 
pension savings, so we will discuss how this segment of the working population is saving for later 
life. We will look at what advisers, pension providers, the Government and regulators can do to 
encourage the self-employed to save more money.

10.55am Jane Nugent, Trustee – Smart Works Greater Manchester
Planting the seed of self-belief 
Smart Works supports women in need into employment with a simple two-hour intervention, 
including a ‘dressing’ appointment and interview coaching. In a relatively short amount of time, 
the transformation to visitors is astonishing and the seed of self-belief and an ability to succeed is 
planted. 65% of visitors go on to secure a job within a month, gaining financial independence and 
transforming their lives. 
Jane will be talking about some of her experiences of coaching the women who visit Smart Works 
and the positive impact this has on their self-belief, as well as sharing some helpful interview and 
confidence-boosting tips that we can all benefit from.

11.15am Eva Sun-Wai, Fund Manager – M&G Investments
Being a Fund Manager: The journey so far….
Eva will provide delegates with an insight into how she became a fund manager, having come 
from a family of medics and engineers, not to mention her martial arts background.  The session 
will provide lessons learnt in her journey into fund management, as well as an insight into what 
it’s like to work in a male dominated team who have many years more experience than her.  The 
session will consider some of the day to day challenges of running the M&G Global Government 
Bond Fund whilst deputising on the highly reputable M&G Global Macro Bond Fund, as well as her 
thoughts on the outlook for fixed income markets from here.

11.40am Coffee break

11.45am Laura Suter, Personal Finance Analyst – AJ Bell

Ethical investing comes of age?
Ethical investing, or ESG, has been a buzzword on the edges of the investment industry for 
decades, but now we’re starting to see people use their savings to back their ethics – with 
flows into ethical investment strategies beginning to rise. But what’s driving this trend, who 
are the investors backing the strategies and what are their goals? And as more money is drawn 
into these strategies, how are investment companies responding? Do we all need to be wary of 
greenwashing and cynical grabs for assets? 

12.05pm Helen Ilsley, Head of BD & Executive Coach - The Executive Coaching Consultancy Ltd.

Landscape for women’s careers in financial services
In this insightful session Helen will take a look at the shape of women’s careers as outlined by 
Mainiero & Sullivan. She will take a look at the impact of parental transitions and offer some 
useful tips and potential solutions on how to continue taking those progressive career steps.

12.30pm     Close
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